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Holdings of cryptocurrencies (eg bitcoin)
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Is the cryptocurrency held for sale in 

the ordinary course of business?

Apply IAS 2 

Inventories

Apply IAS 38 

Intangible Assets

Disclosure requirements apply

Holdings of 

cryptocurrencies are 

not cash or a 

financial asset. 

NoYes

The IFRS Interpretations Committee published Agenda Decision Holding of Cryptocurrencies in June 2019

https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/supporting-implementation/agenda-decisions/2019/holdings-of-cryptocurrencies-june-2019.pdf


Issue of cryptoassets
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Analysis based on IFRS Interpretations Committee discussion in September 2018 – see Agenda Paper 4C for that meeting. 

Issuing company assesses its obligations to holders of the crypto-assets

Obliged to make 
distributions from 

distributable 
reserves

Equity (IAS 32)

Obliged to deliver 
cash or other 

financial 
instrument

Financial liability 
(IFRS 9)

Obliged to transfer 
goods or services 

to a customer

Obliged to 
construct an 

exchange or other 
asset  

Revenue (IFRS 15)
Non-financial 

liability (IAS 37)

No specific IFRS 
Accounting 

Standard applies

Develop 
accounting policy 

applying IAS 8

https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/meetings/2018/september/ifric/ap04c.pdf
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